
Delivered at an electric pace that leaves us little room to languish in the Master’s riposte, KYT’s production delves into the sexuality of the writing with the charm and awkwardness of adolescence. By their youth – they are an amateur company, but Director Peter Hussey left us in no doubt of the potential professionalism of many on stage. 

Wilde and his lover Bosie had a great thirst and belief in consulting the Tarot and fortune tellers and one is believed to have foretold his doom at the hands of British justice. If you look at the plot in Earnest it is almost a Wildean premonition. He admonishes anyone who dines more than once a week with relatives, or who keeps his domestic duties etc – probable rebukes from his neglected wife Constance? Jack Worthing’s cigarette case is the clue to revealing his secret life…Wilde was prone to giving his rent boys inscribed cigarette cases, many were used to prove his homosexuality later in court. The term ‘earnest’ itself is a Victorian term for being gay…Is he in earnest? And in a sombre note, Wilde sets that Jack should kill off his fictitious brother and bury him in Paris – Wilde’s own final fate. 

It is always a challenge for young people to play adults. It is a challenge for anyone to play Lady Augusta Bracknell. For a young person of the calibre of Treenie Curran it was a challenge she rose to in style. This busty, sexy, Bracknell still commanded the stage and displayed good linguistic agility in speech delivered in break neck style. She certainly gave us excellent insights into why Lord Bracknell is never seen!! 

Vincent O Reilly’s Jack Worthing was a handsome, confident and well cast role. His vocal delivery was intelligent and this is a role he will play for many years. Aidan Keane was less comfortable as Algernon Moncreiff. His diction was heavy at times and his accent cumbersome. The girly duo of Gwendolyn Fairfax (Orla Tinsley) and Cecily Cardew (Amy Fleming) were feisty and believable, with good comedy and believable romance. Supporting roles by (Kate Winslett lookalike) Rachel Kelly as a sexy Miss Prism and Mick Keogh (Canon Chasuble) were very strong. Eamonn O Connor was an outstanding Merriman so much so that his much anticipated entrances did distract a little from key dialogue. 

That leaves us with the sex of the story. KYT interpreted this plot is a very sexual way from all angles, not always having the scope in the confines of the revered writing to deliver the killer punch. This well edited version, with the aid of some hard hitting double entendre, guided the audience in a direction Wilde himself strained to conceal. The opening scene was very effective here with an excellent performance by a very handsome Eamonn O Connor who gave a very full interpretation of the term ‘manservant’ as the sexy valet Lane. The work with Lane and his boss Algernon Moncreiff (Aiden Keane), and the predatorial women spiced up this production in a unique way. 

The dilemma was that Algernon didn’t conceal this from Jack in any way and yet Jack allows him to marry his ward Cecily later on. Also when Jack questions Algernons morals publically nothing is developed to indicate that it might be the lack of sexual morality witnessed by Jack with Lane earlier – that was a missed opportunity to circle this interpretation. 

KYT did bring us on a journey which prompts a worthwhile discussion, but either by constraints of not augmenting the original text, or the reluctance to deliver the final punch – it remained stated in Act One and underdeveloped as the plot unfolded and remaining unresolved. After all ‘Earnest’ is confusing enough in its delightful farcical construction and sexuality. Most of us are still delighted that two first cousins (Jack and Gwendolin) end up marrying each other…and that kind of public acceptance can only be achieved by the Masterful Oscar himself. In the meantime who was going to let Lane know that his Master swings both ways! Both Wilde and a young peoples’ performance company are great additions to the Festival which augurs well for the future. 
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